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ANNUAL  LAKE  MERRITT  CENSUS 


lor  the  33rd  year  members  and  guests,  numbcriiig  30,  gathered  at  the 
Lakeside  Park  Duck  Feeding  station  at  Lake  Merritt,  Oakland,  to  count  the 
birds  in  and  around  the  lake.  A rowboat  was  taken  across  to  Duck  Island 
to  flush  out  the  night  heron  colony,  and  the  many  resting  ducks.  The  large 
count  of  cormorants,  Bonaparte  gulls  and  various  grebes  was  probably  due  to 
fresh  schools  of  smelt  entering  the  lake.  At  noon  many  of  the  party  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  taking  shelter  and  eating  their  lunches  in  the 
Lecture  Room  of  the  Oakland  Public  Museum,  through  the  courtesy  of  Miss 
Mulford,  where  the  Park  Naturalist  showed  motion  pictures  on  "Waterfowl 
of  the  Western  Marshes”  by  courtesy  of  the  Canadian  Consulate,  a reel  on 

Lake  Merritt  Waterfowl  by  Laurel  Reynolds,  and  another  on  waterfowl  and 
park  pets  by  Mr.  Ray  Samson. 

Total  species  52;  33  waterfowl  and  19  land  birds.  # denotes  introduced. 


Eared  grebe  

67 

Pintail  

.578 

Calif,  quail  

- 3 

Pied-billed  grebe  .... 

43 

# Green-winged  teal 

: 1 

Mourning  dove 

. 8 

Western  grebe 

3 

Canvas- back 

50 

Red-sh.  flicker 

1 

# White  pelican  .... 

2 

Scaup 

3 

Black  phoebe 

1 

Double-cr.  cormorant  79 

Am.  golden-eye 

16 

Calif,  jay  

1 

American  egret  . ..  . 

3 

Bufflehead  

1 

Plain  titmouse 

. 2 

Bl-cr.  night  heron.... 

60 

Ruddy  duck 

24 

Bush-tit  

12 

# Canada  goose  .... 

2 

Coot 

,462 

Robin  

. 22 

# Lesser  Can.  goose 

1 

Killdeer 

3 

Cedar  waxwing  

21 

# Cackling  goose  .... 

2 

Spotted  sandpiper 

1 

Calif,  shrike  

1 

# Black  brant  

1 

Least  sandpiper 

1 

Audubon  warbler 

2 

# Lesser  snow  goose 

1 

Glaucous-wd.  gull 

125 

English  sparrow  ... 

. 10 

#Mute  swam  

7 

Herring  gull  

1 

Brewer  blackbird  .... 

14 

Mallard  duck  420 

Calif,  gull  

. 5 

House  finch 

. 6 

100  flushed  from 

Ring-bl.  gull  

40 

Brown  towhee 

. 2 

island 

Bonaparte  gull 

233 

Oregon  junco  

. 9 

#GadwaIl  

1 

Forster  tern  

3 

White-cr.  sparrow 

5 

Baldpate  450 

Sparrow  hawk  

1 

Song  sparrow  

2 

Paul  T.  Covell,  Ndl/irdl'/sl,  Odkldnd  Pdrk  Dept. 
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SPECIAL  FIELD  TRIP  TO  WILLOWS  AND  GRIDLEY 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society’s  special  field  trip  to  the  Sacramento 
National  Wildlife  Refuge  near  Willows  on  December  3 and  to  the  Gray  Lodge 
Refuge  near  Gridley  the  following  day  was  quite  successful.  The  weather, 
while  cool  both  days,  was  sunny  and  bright  on  Saturday  and  overcast  most 
of  Sunday. 

As  the  large  caravan  of  cars  was  too  much  for  avian  nerves,  the  group 
split  into  one  and  two  car  "teams”  at  Willows  and  in  that  way  saw  many  more 
species  than  would  have  been  seen  if  they  had  stayed  together. 

At  the  Gray  Lodge  Refuge  the  group  parked  at  headquarters  and  splitting 
into  two  sections  walked  around  the  "Visitors  Circle”  a distance  of  about  4V2 
miles. 

Many  thousands  of  birds  were  seen  at  the  Refuges,  but  probably  the  high- 
light of  the  trip  for  most  was  seeing  30  Sandhill  Cranes  (Grus  canadensis), 
which  swung  in  low  at  the  Gray  Lodge  Refuge. 

On  leaving  for  the  Bay  Region  many  of  the  party  took  the  road  to  Meridian 
which  winds  around  the  west  side  of  the  Sutter  Buttes.  To  the  west  of  the 
road  lie  extensive  marshy  tracts  interspersed  with  grain  fields.  Here  255  Cranes 
were  seen  standing  in  the  fields  and  flying  about  in  small  groups.  Good  views 
were  had  of  these  birds,  the  areas  of  red  on  their  heads  being  clearly  visible 
through  telescopes. 

Peter  Scott  writes  of  "the  chorus  of  the  geese”  and  "the  music  of  the  great 
skeins”  and  certainly  after  spending  a weekend  in  this  area,  one  of  the  two 
greatest  wintering  grounds  for  geese  in  the  United  States,  we  have  a better 
understanding  of  his  words. 

Forty-six  members  and  guests  were  present.  The  following  84  species  of 
birds  were  seen: 


Eared  Grebe 

Green-winged  Teal 

Sandhill  Crane 

Western  Grebe 

Cinnamon  Teal 

Virginia  Rail 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

Shoveller 

Florida  Gallinule 

White  Pelican 

Canvas-back 

Coot 

Double-crested  Cormorant  Lesser  Scaup 

Killdeer 

Great  Blue  Heron 

Buffle-head 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

American  Egret 

Ruddy  Duck 

Long-billed  Curlew 

Enowy  Egret 

Hooded  Merganser 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

Black-crowned 

American  Merganser 

Dowitcher 

Night  Heron 

Turkey  Vulture 

Avocet 

American  Bittern 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk- 

Wilson  Phalarope 

Whistling  Swan 

Cooper  Hawk 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Canada  Goose 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

Mourning  Dove 

White-fronted  Goose 

Golden  Eagle 

Burrowing  Owl 

Lesser  Snow  Goose 

Marsh  Hawk 

Short-eared  Owl 

Ross  Goose 

Duck  Hawk 

Belted  Kingfisher 

Mallard 

Pigeon  Hawk 

Red-shafted  Flicker 

Gadwall 

Sparrow  Hawk 

California  Woodpecker 

Baldpate 

California  Quail 

Black  Phoebe 

Pintail 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

Say  Phoebe 
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Horned  Lark 
Tree  Swallow 
California  Jay 
Yellow-billed  Magpie 
Crow 

House  Wren 
Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 
Mockingbird 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 


American  Pipit 
Loggerhead  Shrike 
Orange-crowned  Warbler 
Yellow-throat 
Hnglish  Sparrow 
Western  Meadowlark 
Yellow-Headed  Blackbird 
Red-winged  Blackbird 


Brewer  Blackbird 
House  Finch 
Common  Goldfinch 
Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Western  Lark  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
Tolden-crowned  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


Harry  C.  Adamson,  Leader  ik  Historian 


SPECIAL  NOVEMBER  FIELD  TRIP 

The  Saturday,  (Nov.  26th)  Field  Trip  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory.  It 
was  well  attended,  there  being  27  members  and  friends  present.  It  was  a quite 
foggy  morning  as  we  left  Berkeley,  but  on  emerging  on  the  Orinda  side  of  the 
tunnel  we  found  it  warm  and  sunny.  After  circling  the  lake  at  Orinda  we 
proceeded  to  San  Pablo  Dam,  thence  to  Bear  Creek  Falls  and  finally  to  Moraga. 
The  following  54  species  were  identified: 

Eared  & western  grebe,  double-crested  cormorant,  great  blue  heron,  Am- 
erican egret,  Canada  goose,  mallard,  baldpate,  pintail,  canvasback,  American 
golden-eye,  ruddy  duck,  sharp-shinned,  red-tailed  & sparrow  hawk,  sora  rail, 
coot,  killdeer,  snipe,  glaucous-winged  gull,  Anna  hummingbird,  belted  king- 
fisher, red-shafted  flicker,  California,  hairy,  downy  & Nuttall  woodpecker, 
black  phoebe.  Stellar  (?)  jay,  crow,  titmouse,  bush-tit,  slender-billed  nuthatch, 
wren-tit,  Bewick  wren,  robin,  western  bluebird,  ruby-crowned  kinglet,  cedar 
waxwing,  shrike,  Audubon  warbler,  English  sparrow,  western  meadowlark, 
Brewer  blackbird,  California  purple  finch,  pine  siskin,  green-backed  goldfinch, 
spotted,  brown  towhee,  lark  sparrow,  Oregon  junco,  white-crowned,  golden- 
crowned  & song  sparrow. 

Harry  Adamson  and  A.  Laurence  Curl,  Leaders 

Frances  Blake,  Historian 


NEW  MEMBERS:  We  welcome  the  following;  from  San  Francisco, 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Cushing,  Mr.  Wm.  Pope;  from  Oakland,  Miss  Sarah  H.  Davidson, 
Dr.  & Mrs.  Lyon  Foree,  Mr.  Herbert  B.  Van  Etten;  from  Berkeley,  Miss  Helen 
R.  Blasdale,  Miss  Louise  S.  Cobb,  Mrs.  Edith  N.  Monheit,  Miss  Gladys  I. 
Thayer;  from  Alameda,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Hamilton;  from  Richmond,  Mr.  Walter 
Sisk;  from  Cathedral  City,  Mrs.  Catherine  Ellis. 

OBSERVATIONS:  8 varied  thrushes,  3 male  hooded  mergansers,  11 

female  or  immature  hooded  mergansers;  December  7,  St.  Mary  s pool,  Moraga; 
junea  W.  Kelly. 
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JANUARY  MEETING 

The  388th  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held 
January  12th,  at  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin 
& McAllister  Sts.  at  7:30  p.  m.  Mr.  Brighton  C.  Cain,  Assistant  Executive 
of  The  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Oakland  branch,  will  speak  on  "Glimpses  of 
Nature  in  Hawaii."  Mr.  Cain  visited  four  islands  of  the  Hawaiian  group  last 
year.  It  will  be  a privilege  to  hear  his  experiences  and  enjoy  his  kodachrome! 
slides  and  specimens.  Guests  will  be  welcome.  No-host  dinner  at  the  Whit- 


comb Hotel  at  6 p.  m. 


JANUARY  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Sunday,  January  15,  to  Tomales 
Bay  and  vicinity,  Marin  Co.  From  San 
Francisco  take  the  7:40  a.  m.  bus  to 
Point  Reyes  Station.  Meet  at  the  hotel 
there  at  9:30  a.  m.  The  trip  to  Tom- 
ales Point,  where  the  Old  Squaw,  Har- 
lequin, and  Oyster-Catcher  were  seen 
last  year,  involves  a hike  of  several 
miles.  Alternate  trips  are  up  the  east 
side  of  Tomales  Bay,  and  to  Point 
Reyes.  A total  of  99  species  of  birds 
were  seen  on  this  trip  last  year.  Lead- 
er, Seth  Bailey,  LAkehurst  2-8074. 
Bring  lunch,  binoculars,  telescope,  and 
friends. 


— Laurel  Reynolds, 

Program  Chairman. 

SPECIAL  JANUARY  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Saturday,  January  28,  to  the 
Berkeley  Aquatic  Park  and  vicinity. 
Meet  at  Ashby  and  San  Pablo  at  8:45 
a.  m.  From  San  Francisco  take  the 
"G"  or  "H”  bus  at  8:20  a.  m.  from 
the  Bridge  Terminal.  The  group  will 
visit  the  KRE  pool,  Berkeley  Aquatic 
Park,  Yacht  Harbor,  etc.  Leader, 
Harold  Peterson,  LOckhaven  8-7534. 
Bring  lunch,  binoculars,  telescope,  and 
friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  H. 
Myer  have  invited  the  group  to  meet 
at  their  home  at  25  El  Camino  Real 
for  coffee  at  1 p.  m.  Bring  lunch. 

— A.  Laurence  Curl, 
Chairman,  Field  Trips  Commit  ret 


Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 

formerly 

Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Organized  January  25,  1917 

For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 
Branch  of  National  Audubon  Society 

President Mrs.  Ethel  Richardson 887  Indian  Rock  Ave.,  Berkeley  7 

Corresponding  Secretary Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb 519  California  St.,  San  Francisco  4 

Treasurer Miss  Ivander  Maciver 2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4 

Editor Miss  Minnie  H.  Young 2726  Prince  Street,  Berkeley  5 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.  m. 

Assembly  Room,  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and  McAllister  Sts.,  San  Francisco 

Alternate  months  — Oakland 

Joint  membership.  Local  & National  $5.00  per  Year,  includes  Audubon  Magazine 
Local  dues  only,  $1.50  per  year.  Student  Membership,  75  cts. 
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